Meaning & Metaphox

"OWN NINI NYWIO

o f Shenot
2 Moses returned to HASHEM and said, "My Lord, why have You done evil to this people,
why have You sent me? 2 From the time [ came to Pharaoh lo speak in Your Name he did evil

to this people, but You did not rescue Your people.” f

‘HASHEM said to Moses, “Now you will see what | shall do to Pharaoh, for through a
strong hand will he send them out, and with a strong hand will he drive them from his
land. ",;“

/EXODUS :
b

6/2-8

PARASHAS VA’EIRA
od spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am HASHEM"2 | appeared to Abraham, to [saac.
and to Jacob as El Shaddai, but with My Name HasHeM | did not make Myself known lo
them. * Moreover, [ established My covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the
tand of their sgjourning, in which they sojourned. * Moreover, I have heard the groan of the
Children of lsrael whom Egypt enslaves and | have remembered My covenant. © Therefore, say

3 Priscral - duasl

a1 — [God] spoke. In this context the root 931 connotes
h?rsh speech: The Torah implies that God rebuked Moses for
his previous complaint that God had not made his mission
successful (Rashi).

=1 1% — | am HAsHEM, This term implies God's trustworthi-
nessto carry out His word, which includes punishment for sin
and reward for virtue. Thus, God began His rebuttal of Moses

by assuring him that His pledge to the Patriarchs would be
fulfilled, and that Moses had been sent as His emissary to do
so (Rashi). The reason that Moses' arrival in Egypt was fol-
lowed by an immediate intensification of the slavery was that
the Egyptians could not be punished until their “measure of
sin” was full, for God is patient even with the wicked. By his
cruel decree to deny straw to the hapless slaves [5:7],
Pharaoh had reached his nadir and so the process of the
Exodus and the punishment of Egypt could now begin. Thus,
God's response to Moses was that, far from coming to Egypt
in vain, his arrival expedited the process of the Exodus,
which was about to begin (Mizrachi).
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_Parashas Va'eira_begins with Hashemn chastising Moshe
for expressing doubt. “I made many pledges to Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Yaakov that they never saw actualized in their
lifetimes,” Hashem points out, “yet they never expressed
doubt.”

When contemplating this series of events on .a human
level, the reactions of both the Jewish policemen and Moshe
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Rabbeinu are entirely understandable — and even predictable.
We humans are bound by time and space. Our perspectives
('on life are extremely narrow. We experience the circumstanc-

es we are in at any given moment, and rarely are we able to

see beyond them.
MBut in a moment of candor, we can admit to ourselves that

this hyperfocus on a fleeting moment does not provide an
accurate picture of our circumstances.

If a person were to walk up to the most beautiful paint-
ing in the world and stick their nose right up to the canvas,
they would not be able to appreciate any of the beauty of the

painting. “l only see one color,” they might say, or “The colors
contrast too sharply and wildly.” The only way to appreciate a
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painting is to stand back and take in the entire masterpiece.
Perhaps this is what the Gemara (Berachos 10a) means

when it alters the pasuk: 1°"2KD ¥ X1, there is no Rock like

Hashem (Shmuel [ 2:2) to read: 279X 7y 'K, there’s no art-

ist like Hashem.
\4 Hashem has painted a beautiful mural. What's the biggest
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mural you've seen? The size of a full wall? Hashem's mural
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stretches from the beginning of time to the end of time. Our
problem is that we try to make sense of what the Artist is

trying to convey in the entire mural when we are.only able to
view a tiny section of it.

This is what happened to the Jews in Egypt after Moshe's
first encounter with Pharaoh. When.Moshe first informed them
that they would be redeemed by Hashem, their spirits were
raised, only to be dashed shortly thereafter. Not only did their
situation not improve; it got much worse.
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~/They were staring at a moment in time — a snapshot —
afd they were unable to see the bigger picture.

In this world, we are often struck by the question, “Why do
the righteous suffer and the wicked prosper?” There is no one
complete answer to a question that dates all the way back to
Adam HaRishon, but part of the answer is that we are view-
ing a small increment of time, and we fail to see the bigger
picture. Therefore we question.

The Hadar Zekeinim says that one of the ways in which
Hashem is unique is that a human surgeon uses a scalpel to
cut and bandages to heal the wound. He cannot use the scal-

! el to close the wound. Hashem i u-

~ment to inflict a wound and to heal it.

The Hadar Zekeinim cites Yosef as an exarf{]ple of this
concept. Yosef was sold into slavery by his brothers because
of his dreams — as they sold him they said, “Now let’s see
what will become of his dreams” — and he was elevated to the

position of viceroy because of his ability to interpret Pharaoh’s
dreams.

Had we frozen the frame in the middle of Yosef’s story
and asked, “Are his dreams a good thing?” the answer might
well have been no. Only later do we realize that the cause for
Yosef's woes also become the source of his salvation.

This happens throughout Jewish history. Sometimes we
are fortunate enough to understand Hashem’s ways in hind-
sight.

lL Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein, the Rosh Yeshivah of
Slabodka, would point to the events of 1492 as a prime
example of this concept.

Imagine living in Spain in 1492, when two events occurred
nearly simultaneously. King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella
gave the Jews of Spain the choice of converting to Christianity

(‘or leaving the country penniless. The Jews had built Spanish)

society, and a Jewish minister had financed Ferdinand and
Isabella’s regime from his own fortune. How unjust it was to
be thrown out in such a brutal fashion! What would we have
thought had we lived through that edict? We might have
thought to ourselves: Just wail — Spain is going lo get it.
Hashemn will not allow this injustice to go unpunished.

Al In reality, at the very same time, Columbus set sail and
discovered the greatest bonanza ever. The discovery of the
New World and all its previously hidden bounty made Spain

. ~AJ America,

a wealthy and powerful country: the world superpower of the
time.

It took almost a full century for the Spanish Armada to be
defeated — long after the exiles from Spain had passed on to
a Better World. They never saw Spain receiving Divine retribu-
tion. They may have gone to their graves thinking, m iR 1
o, This is Torah and this is its reward? Is it fair that Spain
receives this windfall just as they expel us?

And do you realize how long this question actually per-
sisted?

Mot one century, not two centuries, but close to four cen-
turies. It was only at the turn of the 19th century that Jews
began to immigrate en masse to the United States to escape
the increasingly brutal conditions on the European conti-
nent. America became the haven for multitudes escaping the
pogroms in Czarist Russia and later for so many Holocaust
survivors as well.

(S

the discovery of which was financed — and

greatly benefited — a Spanish government trying to rid the
world of Jews, ended up saving a great segment of Klal Yisrael.

# The same Spanish government served as Hashem's scal-
pel, and His bandage.

This is Hashgachah at work, Hashem is an Artist, but to
human eyes, the painting is still in progress. History is still
being written.

In Egypt, Bnei Yisrael complained to Moshe, “Why did you
make the situation worse? Now we have to suffer even more!”
Little did they realize that this koshi hashibud, increased suf-
fering, cut 190 years off the original 400 years they were
supposed to be enslaved. Furthermore, had they remained
in Egypt longer than the 210 years they were actually there,

they would have sunk to a spiritual nadir from which they
could never have emerged. Pharaoh’s decree to increase their
workload actually saved them, but many Jews in Egypt went
to their graves without witnessing that salvation. They were
only able tc see Hashem’s painting from up close, and they
missed the bigger picture.

4-} The message of Egypt and the message of Spain is that we
cannot see the full picture while living through an event. One
day — may it be speedily, in our time — we will merit to see
how Hashem used the Holocaust and Islamic terror not only to
deliver a blow, but also to deliver us from all our woes. .

And then we will appreciate the Master Artist's full mas-
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Why do you say, O Yaakov, ... my way is hidden
from God?"' (Yeshayahu 40:28). Yaakov never said an
idle word save on this occasion. The Holy One, Blessed
_is He, said, "'| am busy crowning your son [Yosef] king
and you complain that | am treating you badly?’ Thus
it says, "Why do you say, Yaakov, ‘my way is hidden
from God? "* (Bereishis Rabbah 91:13, according to the
text of the Matnos Kehunah).

~/ Yaakov was criticized for looking at the details and particular
events, while ignoring the total picture, If one looks at particulars, one
gets a distorted view of how things really are. Yaakov suffers when
looking at Yosef's disappearance itself; but it is the beginning of
Yosef’s monarchy when looked at in context of subsequent events.

This then is the reason that there are no mimne niwMs in &y,
because it is the beginning of the history of the children of Israel and
as such one should not and may not contemplate any part of Israel 5)

( history separately. Israel’s history, of which &y is the beginning, can
be understood only as a whole, not each event by itself.

This was the greatness of Nachum Ish Gamzu. His response to the
events that occurred to him was not merely a demonstration of simple
faith, but rather a perspective of events in their overall context. While

\J each event in its own was bad, ‘this too’ would add up to a
~ benevolent Total, which in fact it did. He was able to view God’ s
deeds with the approach of 13r17 3p7x nni 1 "wawn, God's Judgments
are true, they [His deeds] are righteous when taken all together
(Tehillim 19:10).

[

s The Vilna Gaon writes in a letter to his family, “Bear in mind,
about that which you laugh today you will cry tomorrow, and about
that which you cry today you will laugh tomorrow.” The Gaon was
in fact admonishing his family not to react to situations in the context
of their momentary effect but rather in the context of the wholeness
of a person’s existence, this world and the World-to-Come.
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This profound perception of events in their broader and macro-
cosmic scope is portrayed in Megillas Esther. Events that took place
over a period of a decade are fitted together to give a broad picture of
the events that occurred in Shushan. The sin of the Jewish people
participating in the feasts of Achashverosh, the preparation of
Mordechai and Esther as Israel's saviours, the decree against Israel
and their subsequent triumph are all details that comprise the broader

story of Purim. So remarkable is the fitting together of disparate
events and their portrayal in the Megillah that it is the opinion of our
Sages that it was written by the Divine spirit; it being questionable
whether human intelligence is capabie of comprehending the grand
picture all by itself (Megillah 7a).

This then is the eternal answer to our questions concerning God's
justice. lyov asked, "Who shall tell me that I would find Him ... and
present my case before Him?” (Iyov"23:2). To which the Holy One
rephed ‘Where were you when I established the earth?” (lyov 38:4).

t the time of creation the entire tapestry of history had already been
woven as it says, “He showed Adam each generation and its leaders”
(Santhedrin 38b). One who attempts to understand history frame by
/ frame is doomed to failure. It is only by placing events in their
\ universal context that one can truly perceive God's handiwork.
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MAN AS A MICROCOSM I

;i

Man was the last of the Earth's creations to be formed. Hashem
first created the entire world and only then gathered together all of
its diverse elements to create Man. He did this so Man would be a
microcosm of the whole universe. This means that when one looks

~ at Man, one is, in a sense, gazing at all of Creation. Man is not just

one small part of the world like a gear in a machinesHe is a scaled-

down, working model of the machine itself! Every element that

exists in the larger universe has a correlation in human beings.

But Man is more than just a miniature version of Creation.
Chazal teach us that Man's actions directly affect the universe. Just

Kas turning the small hub at the center of a wheel will turn the

whole wheel, so, too, each of Man's actions, words and thoughts

affect the corresponding part of the universe connected to that

particular form ol action, word or thought.

Man’s thoughts, speech and actions literally have the power to
create or destroy. Every thought or word generates a spiritual real

ity that directly affects the part of the universe’s spiritual make-up

corresponding to that thought or word. Each mitzvah creates a

rectifying force, while each aveirah causes destruction.

5 THE PARALLEL DUALITY
OF THE UNIVERSE

We have said that Man is composed of two parts. As Man is a
microcosm of the universe, this duality must also exist within
the universe itselll Man’s body must be a model of the Creation’s
body, and Man'’s soul must reflect the universal soul.

The Torah tells us of the two distinct parts of the world in its
very first statement: YR IR DMWN DK BP9K K12 WK1 — In the
beginning of God's creating the heavens and the earth. The Heavens

are the source of Man'’s soul. nnwn, the heavens, has the numerical

Avos d'Rav Nassan (30:31) explains how each part of a person’s

body,has a parallel in the Earth, and gives a number of examples.
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Among them: In Shemos there is the YIRN 1Y, eye of the Earth, and
in Bemidbar, 20 & yxn nnon, and the Earth opened its mouth, in
the incident with Korach.

If a person’s soul is derived from the Heavens and his body

from the Earth, then there must be a complete concéptual par-
allel. This means that the Heavens are the source of life for the

M Earth, just as the soul animates the body. Neither the body nor

the Earth has any independent life.*
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It is significant that the Heavens and the Farth are introduced
in the same verse because they only form a living entity when

y they coexist as a unit. It is no coincidence that in the second
r verse, DINN *19 9P WM 1021 10N a0 YR — when the earth was
absolutely empty, with darkness upon the surface of the deep, the land

is barren and void. In this verse, the Earth is being discussed as it

exists alone, and the Earth without the Heavens can only be an

® Ltter void, like a body without a soul.

31 -

a person must really connect with his soul. This is the imperative
of the verse which states 037> 1271 1vnY, in order to prolong your

days. It gives us the task of bringing the soul’s influenge into the
body. -

The end of the verse introduces the world’s parallel mission:
YIND Y oawn mn, like the days of the heaven on the earth, the
work of bringing Heaven’s influence into the Earth. When Heavens
influence is felt, Heaven and Earth form a living entity. Without

connecting to the ITeavens in the world, Heaven and Earth are
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separate entities. This results in the state of the seu)pd verse of Be-
reishis: DIAN 710 2P TWNT 1121100 AR YR — when the earth was

astonishingly empty, with darkness upon the surface of the deep.

MAN’'S POWER TO GENERATE LIFE

38

Every thought, word or action of a person — good or bad — gen-
erates a similar force in Creation. Thus, the greater the effect and
impact Man's soul is having on his own body, the greater the in-
fluence the Heavens will have on the Farth. Now we see that the
parallel alluded to in the verse from Shema is not merely a parallel
but a direct cause and effect!
We now begin to have an inkling of the magnitude of Man's
actions. His actions literally have the ability to connect Heaven
. and Earth. Man is in charge of keeping Creation in existence. By

Man being in touch with his soul, he causes the Heavens to be felt

in the Earth, allowing for the perpetuation of Creation.
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